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           Off the beaten track
a journey across the nation


Worksheet 1 (Refer Activity 4)
All of the following items would be useful to the travellers.

Imagine, though, that they cannot take them all. Discuss amongst your group what each of them could be used for and decide which would be the most important to the survival of Dutton and Aunger. Which two would you leave behind and why?
1. blanket

2. water bottle

3. car jack

4. bag of flour
5. heavy duty canvas sheet – 3 x 3 m

6. rifle

7. shovel

8. matches

9. compass

10. map
11. heavy duty walking shoes

12. large saucepan
Worksheet 2 (refer Activity 5)

My Country
Dorothea Mackellar 

The love of field and coppice,
Of green and shaded lanes.
Of ordered woods and gardens
Is running in your veins,
Strong love of grey-blue distance
Brown streams and soft dim skies
I know but cannot share it,
My love is otherwise.

I love a sunburnt country,
A land of sweeping plains,
Of ragged mountain ranges,
Of droughts and flooding rains.
I love her far horizons,
I love her jewel-sea,
Her beauty and her terror -
The wide brown land for me!

A stark white ring-barked forest
All tragic to the moon,
The sapphire-misted mountains,
The hot gold hush of noon.
Green tangle of the brushes,
Where lithe lianas coil,
And orchids deck the tree-tops
And ferns the warm dark soil.

Core of my heart, my country!
Her pitiless blue sky,
When sick at heart, around us,
We see the cattle die-
But then the grey clouds gather,
And we can bless again
The drumming of an army,
The steady, soaking rain.

Core of my heart, my country!
Land of the Rainbow Gold,
For flood and fire and famine,
She pays us back threefold-
Over the thirsty paddocks,
Watch, after many days,
The filmy veil of greenness
That thickens as we gaze.

An opal-hearted country,
A wilful, lavish land-
All you who have not loved her,
You will not understand-
Though earth holds many splendours,
Wherever I may die,
I know to what brown country
My homing thoughts will fly.
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Worksheet 3 (refer Activity 22)

Quiz and wordfind
1. The travellers were Murray ____________ and Harry ___________.

2. In Alice Springs they picked up a passenger – Ern ______________.

3. Their car was a 1908 ____________.

4. Their first attempt at the transcontinental crossing was made in a car they called __________________. This car got bogged outside ____________ Creek.

5. Dutton and Aunger began their journey in ____________ on 30 ________1908 and finished it in _____________ on 20 ______________1908.

6. When travelling over sandhills, Dutton and Aunger attached _____________ wheels to the car’s wheels to stop them from sinking in the sand.

7. Dutton and Aunger had steel-_______________ tyres on the car to make them stronger.
8. Dutton and Aunger needed help from some animals along the way – they sent petrol supplies ahead with ____________ trains and _____________-teams helped to pull them through sandhills

9. In the deserts, ____________ mounds hidden in the grass were a hazard for the travellers.
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Worksheet 4 (refer Activity 20)
Thinkers Keys

Use these activities to explore some aspects of Dutton and Aunger’s journey across Australia

	The Reverse

List 10 things that Dutton and Aunger would not have come across on their journey in 1908
	The what if?

What if cars had never been invented?
	The disadvantages

What are some of the disadvantages of long distance travel?
	The combination

List and then combine some of the attributes of a car and a map

	The Alphabet

Think of something relating to the journey starting with every letter of the alphabet
	The BAR

Use the BAR (Bigger; Add; Remove) to improve the design of today’s car
	The Variations

Think of as many ways as you can to get the Talbot to the other side of a creek
	The Picture

Look at a weather map for Australia and think about how it might link to the story.

	The Predication

What would happen if children at primary school were allowed to get their drivers’ licences?
	The Different Uses

Dutton and Aunger carried a spade.   List as many uses as you can for a spade
	The Ridiculous

Justify the statement ‘All Grade 4s should have a car’
	The Commonality 

What do a car and a kangaroo have in common

	The Question

The answer is sand. Think of five questions you could ask that have this answer
	The Inventions

Think of a new way to keep dry in the rain
	The Interpretation

Give three reasons for a sudden change of venue for the travelling exhibition
	The Brick Wall

Think about how we might travel if petrol ran out

	The Brainstorming

How many ways can you save water?
	The Construction

How could you cross a creek using a tennis ball, a rope and a brick?
	The Forced

How might an explorer use a pencil to find their way through a thick jungle?
	The Alternative

List ways of finding out about another place without actually going there.


Worksheet 5 (refer Activity 9 & 13)
Interviewing

Interviewing is a good way to gather first hand information about a subject by developing and asking relevant questions to as a person who has relevant experience and knowledge.

The most important part of an interview is to be very well prepared.

You will also need suitable equipment to record the interview (sound or video).

1 Research

· Decide what you want to know. You will need to do some research around the topic so that you know what kinds of questions you will need to ask

· Select your interviewee – they should know about the subject that you are researching and should also be willing and comfortable to talk to you about it.

2 Preliminary contact

· Write, telephone or visit the person you are planning to interview. Introduce yourself and your project. Give them as much information as you can about what you are seeking and how you will use it.

· If the person agrees to the interview, make an appointment stating when and where the interview will take place. Choose a place that is quiet and will not have distractions

3 Preparation

· Choose your questions – they need to be logical and on the topic. Try to make them lead from one to another so that you get a logical flow of conversation.

· Use open questions (ie ones that you cannot answer with just a yes or no)

4 Practise interviewing

· Ask your parents, teachers and friends to help you. If you have practised, you will be confident when it comes to the real interviews

5. The interview

· Make sure that you are on time and well organised

· When you have finished ask the interviewee whether they are happy for you to contact them again for clarification

6 Follow up

· After you have completed the interview, write a letter to the person you interviewed thanking them and telling them how the interview has helped with your project.
