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           Off the beaten track

a journey across the nation


Touring itinerary

30 June – 2 July
Kapunda

3 -4 July
Burra

5-6 July
Peterborough

7-8 July
Orroroo

9-12 July
Hawker

13-15 July
Parachilna

16-18 July
Leigh Creek

19-20 July
Marree

21-22 July
Oodndatta

23 July
Marla

24 July
Kulgera

25 July- 3 August
Alice Springs

4 August
Ti Tree

5-6 August
Barrow Creek

7-8 August
Wycliffe Well

9-11 August
Tennant Creek

12 August
Elliott

13-14 August
Daly Waters

15-17 August
Katherine

18-19 August
Adelaide River

20 August – 18 Sept
Darwin
22 Sept – 21 Oct 
Alice Springs
The exhibition will also visit schools along the route. For further information, contact Allison Russell on 08 8568 4010 or arussell@history.sa.gov.au
Introduction

The enclosed activity ideas cover a variety of subject areas.

They have all been devised to flow from an examination of the story of Harry Dutton and Murray Aunger’s journey across the Australian continent by motor car. Some have been designed to do during the exhibition visit, others before or after.
The outcomes listed (from the SA curriculum) are by no means exhaustive – instead, they are intended as a guide to how you might use the activities.

Additional information about the journey, including excerpts from primary source documents will be available on the exhibition website www.history.sa.gov.au (follow the links to the Off the beaten track pages).

If you are planning to do any activities prior to the arrival of the exhibition in your area, please let us know – we would love to include your students’ work on our website.

For further information, please contact Allison Russell on 08 8568 4010 or arussell@history.sa.gov.au

1. Community


1. Create a brochure about your local area (town or region) to encourage tourists. 
Include information about 
· the history

· geographic features

· climate

· demographics

· places of interest

Don’t forget to include a map. 
Give some information about who your target audience is – ie what kinds of people are you hoping to attract with your brochure.

2. Regional History


1. Create a poster, collage or powerpoint presentation describing your area (town or region) in 1908.
3. Similarities and differences: life in Australia

Dutton and Aunger’s journey took them through places with very different climate and geography.

1. Make contact with a school in SA/NT to exchange information on the history of the area/population and climate, farming practices etc.

· Develop a class presentation about your chosen area

· Think up three questions you would like to ask students in the other school; discuss the questions from your partner school together and develop a response as a class

· include photos/videos etc 
You may want to have several exchanges before you begin developing the presentation.

2. You may also want to link individual students as pen pals.

4. Climate and geography


1. Imagine you were travelling with Dutton and Aunger. 
What would you need to pack? 
What obstacles (climate/geographic) do you think you would encounter? 
What supplies would you require? 
Draw a map of Australia and plot your journey.
2. As a group, choose 10 items from the list to pack for your journey (refer worksheet 1.) 
Give reasons for your choices. 
If you were allowed to take one other personal item with you, what would you take and why?

5. Australian identity


1. Dutton and Aunger’s successful journey was made the same year that Dorothea Mackellar wrote her famous poem ‘My Country’. (Refer Worksheet 2)

Read the poem and think about the landscape she describes and the images that she creates with her words. 
In a sense she takes us on a written journey across the nation, while Dutton and Aunger took a physical one. 
Write a poem, create an artwork or respond with music about the part of Australia that means the most to you. 
Talk in class about what it means to be Australian and whether landscape is a factor.

6. Indigenous lands


1. Use the internet to research bush foods in your area (or along the route travelled by Dutton and Aunger). 
If possible, you might like to grow some in your classroom and learn the Aboriginal names for them.
2. Select one Aboriginal language group whose land Dutton and Aunger travelled through. 
Research the history and traditions of the group that you have chosen, and learn some words.
3. Respond to the artworks from 3 different areas (artist biographies will be included on the project website).
Create your own artwork responding to the environment around you.

4. Research the Aboriginal names for places in your area and locate them on a map.
5. Arrange a bush foods lunch at your school. Invite someone from the local Indigenous community as a guest speaker.

7. Motoring history and design


1. Discuss the differences between the Talbot and cars of today. 
Think about what cars might be like in the future. 
Draw your version of a car of the future and talk about what special features it might have.

2. In groups, design, make and appraise a model of a car designed especially for Australian driving conditions

3. Create a transport history timeline, noting important events in motoring in Australia and the world.
4. Collect data about the makes and models of cars owned in a particular sample (use your class/school or wider community as your sample). 
Create a bar graph or pie chart to present the information.

8. Commemorations


1. We are celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Talbot’s original journey. 
Do you think that this is an event worthy of celebration? Why or why not? 
What are some events that you celebrate? (think about your family, your community, the nation and international events) 
How do these celebrations contribute to identity?

2. Plan a welcome for the Talbot at your school. 
Think about 
· who you would like to invite

· whether you want to have speeches (and who should deliver them)

· whether you will serve food

· what kind of presentation the students should give (perhaps a play about the arrival in 1908?)

· would you like to create a display about early motoring in Australia that will create a context for the exhibition? (refer no 9 for further info)

3. Why do you think that we celebrate 100 years? 
What would you like remembered about you in the future? 
You might want to create a time capsule to be opened at some time in the future.

9. Exhibition/using objects to tell things about the past


1. Plan an exhibition at a local venue featuring historical photographs of the region. 
Interview older residents about how times have changed (especially how technology has changed the way that things are done) (Refer to Interviewing techniques information in the Worksheet 5.)
2. Mystery objects: National Motor Museum staff will have a number of calico bags with objects linked to the story. Students will be asked to feel the object through the bag and then try to identify it. They will then be asked to think about how the object relates to the story told in the exhibition – in class, students may write a story about the object in the bag.

10. Roads, travel, transport


1. Where do roads in your area go? 
Who uses which roads, and for what purposes? 
What kinds of vehicles are best suited to which road surfaces? 
What facilities are provided? What environmental impacts do vehicles have? 
Discuss the pros and cons of vehicles to the community – how can we better care for environments traversed by roads?

2. Undertake a traffic survey along different roads in your area to collect data about volume of traffic. Use the results to create a graph or chart.

11 Primary sources


1. Look at the newspaper/diary extracts and photographs on the project website. 
Use these resources to write a newspaper story about the arrival of the Talbot in your area.

2. Role play – Using the primary sources on the website, write and act a play about Dutton and Aunger’s arrival in your community.

Have people play Dutton, Aunger and local people.
3. Plan a press conference at the conclusion of the journey in Darwin. 
Have people play Dutton, Aunger and Allchurch; the rest of the class can be journalists and think up questions to ask

4. Use the primary sources to create a story about ‘a day in the life’ of one of the characters in the story

· one of the key travellers

· an Indigenous person

· one of the people the travellers met on the way

· the wife or child of one of the travellers
5. Along with any of the above activities, students could also research the history and construction of the railway or overland telegraph, which was the means by which the travellers communicated their progress. It also helped them to navigate.
12. Representations of Aboriginal people


1. Read the primary source accounts of encounters with Aboriginal people on the journey. (Available on the project website.)
What attitudes do the travellers present? 
Why do you think these attitudes were held? 
What changes have since occurred and why? 
What changes might there be in the future? Why?

2. Imagine that you are an Aboriginal person who has never seen a car before. Suddenly you see the Talbot approaching. 
Describe what you can see, hear and smell. 
How do you think that cars might change life in the future for you and your children?

13 Tourism


1. After the 1908 trip, Aunger travelled through Australia on many occasions and led a number of tours. 

Many people now visit regional and remote areas of Australia as tourists. 

What job opportunities are offered in tourism in your area? 

What skills/qualifications do you require to find work in these areas?

2. Research one job in this industry that you would like to do. 

Interview people who work in this area and create a summary of what their job entails. (Refer to Interview Techniques information in Worksheet 5)
14. Health and fitness


1. As a class or school see if you can ‘Beat the Talbot to Darwin’. You might like to enlist the help of a local sporting club to help you along the way.
Select a running/walking track and measure the distance. 

Add up the number of kilometres covered by each student and plot them over a map of Australia. 

The Talbot took 51 days to get from Adelaide to Darwin. 

How long did it take you? 

[The distance from Adelaide to Darwin along the Highway is about 3035 km – an average of 58 km/day]

15 Recipes

1. Look at the recipes from Murray Aunger’s diary on the project website. 

Do these provide a healthy diet?

Put together a recipe file that you would take if you were travelling across Australia today.
16 Road safety
1. While cars make living in remote and regional areas much easier, there are also far too many motor vehicle accidents.

Research motor accident statistics for your area. Compare the number of fatalities and serious injury with those of other areas.

Safety features of cars have improved significantly since the Talbot made the first transcontinental journey 100 years ago. Compare the safety features of a new car with those of a car 20 years old. Many young people purchase older cars as their first car. What can young drivers do to ensure that they are not at risk on the roads?

You may choose to present your findings as a poster or oral presentation.
2. Critique the existing safety features of a motor vehicle of your choice. Design additional safety features, detailing how they would work and what impact their inclusion might have on the vehicle.
17. Mapping
1. When Dutton and Aunger made their journey in 1908, there were no maps that showed them where to go.

Create a map of your town or region showing significant features, such as buildings, physical features and landmarks. Create a legend to help people to interpret your map.

You might like to work as a class and make the map in three dimensions.
18. Venn diagram


1. Construct a Venn diagram comparing 

· 1908 with 2008

· Cars of today with cars in 1908

19. Naming


1. Dutton and Aunger’s first attempt to cross the nation was in a Talbot they called ‘Angelina’. 

Think about how and why we choose names for inanimate objects – is one gender more common than another? Ships are generally referred to as ‘she’? What about cars? 

What other objects do we name? Why do you think we do that?

20 Creative writing


1. Imagine that Dutton and Aunger chose you to be their ‘student assistant’ for their journey.
Record your experiences in a diary.
21. Debate topics

1. Hold a debate in your classroom about one of the following topics

· Tourism is good for this region

· New technologies make life better

· This journey was a great step forward for Australia

22. Thinkers Keys

1. Use the attached Thinkers Keys to explore different aspects of the 1908 transcontinental crossing. (Refer worksheet package.)
23 Make your own Talbot

1. Using the pack and instructions provided by National Motor Museum staff at the exhibition, make your own Talbot.

24. Word find/quiz

1. Using the information provided in the exhibition text, answer the questions in the quiz. Then find the answers to the quiz in the word find. (Refer worksheet package.)



OUTCOMES:


Society & Environment





1.1 Identifies the differences between their life and the lives of other generations in their society and explains the reasons for this.


1.3 Identifies and values aspects of environments and of family and community ways of life that have endured or changed and makes predictions about the future in relation to these.


2.1 Examines information from a range of sources about people in different periods of time and places in Australia and interprets them in relation to historical events.


3.1 Identifies and explains sequences of change that have occurred in Australia over time and recognises various perspectives on events.


4.4 Describes places in Australia and elsewhere according to their location, natural and built features and population and resources. Explains relationships including the effects of human modifications.





OUTCOMES:


Society & Environment





2.1 Examines information from a range of sources about people and places in Australia and interprets them in relation to historical events.





2.5 uses symbols, maps, models and flow charts to describe the location of places and demonstrate relationships.





3.5 interprets and represents data about natural and built environments, resources, systems and interactions, both global and local, using maps, graphs and texts.





4.5 Hypothesises, then collects, records, organises and evaluates data from fieldwork, print and electronic sources in order to analyse local and global, environmental or socioeconomic issues.








OUTCOMES:


Society & Environment





1.7 Understands that, although all people are unique, they also have characteristics in common and contribute in a variety of ways to their local and wider communities.





2.7 Describes the diversity of practices, customs and traditions of groups and communities.





3.7 Considers factors which contribute to personal and group identity and social cohesion and valuing cultural diversity within and outside Australia.








OUTCOMES:


Society & Environment





1.1 Identifies differences between their lives and the lives of other generations in their society and explains some reasons for this.





1.4 Explains and communicates how people interact and identify with environments.





1.10 Describes the meaning of ‘needs’ and ‘wants’ and identifies how people cooperate in society to meet current and future needs.





2.5 Uses symbols, maps, models and flow charts to describe the location of places and demonstrate relationships.





2.12 Describes and participates in decision making processes and interprets the effects of decisions on people.





3.12 Recognises that individuals, groups or systems hold different views,, values and beliefs, and identifies those which contribute to the common good








OUTCOMES:


English





2.1 Listens to a range of texts to identify specific information about familiar topics and respond to others’ views.


3.2 Produces a range of spoken texts about topics and events of personal and community interests for school and wider community contexts and audiences.


2.4; 3.4; 4.4 and 5.4 Composes a range of texts that include interrelated ideas and show awareness of different audiences, purposes and contexts.


4.1 Listens to a range of texts to examine Key Ideas and diverse opinions and to understand the effect of purpose, context and audience.








OUTCOMES:


Society and Environment


1.7 Understands that, although all people are unique, they also have characteristics in common and contribute in a variety of ways to their local and wider communities.


2.8 Describes the diversity amongst Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and their cultures, past and present and moves for Reconciliation.


3.8 Learns from rural and urban Aboriginal people and other minorities about their histories and present day experiences and acts to counter prejudice.








OUTCOMES:


Society and Environment





1.1 Identifies differences between their life and the lives of other generations in their society and explains some reasons for this.


1.3 Identifies and values aspects of environments and of family and community ways of life that have endured or changed and makes predictions about the future in relation to these.


2.2 Describes and records ages and sequences using timeliness, calendars and flowcharts to present historical information.


2.3 Analyses aspects of people’s lives and heritage in relation to broader social issues and events, and imagines future possibilities


3.1 Identifies and explains sequences of change that have occurred in Australia over time and recognises various perspectives or events


3.4 Identifies and describes significant resources, explains threats which endanger them and suggests strategies to combat these


4.1 Suggests and justifies reasons why groups of people in societies, countries or civilisations have undergone changes in wealth and/or their ability to sustain natural resources.








OUTCOMES:


Society and Environment





1.9 Demonstrates a capability to see and value points of view other than their own.


2.7 Describes the diversity of practices, customs and traditions of groups and communities.


3.7 Considers factors which contribute to personal and group identity and social cohesion, and valuing cultural diversity within and outside Australia.








OUTCOMES:


Society and Environment





1.1 Identifies differences between their life and the lives of other generations in their society and explains some of the reasons for this.


1.5 Represents and categorises features of places and resources, using maps, contextual language and models.


2.1 Examines information from a range of sources about people in different periods of time and places in Australia and interprets them in relation to historical events.


3.2 Researches and discusses the importance of understanding events and ways of life of some past periods, using primary and secondary sources.


4.2 Recognises diversity within and between primary and secondary sources and critically analyses why and how sources can be interpreted differently.








OUTCOMES:


Society and Environment





1.6 Participates actively in projects to show understanding of the importance of caring for local places and natural environments.


2.6 Understands that people cause changes in natural, built and social environments, and they act together in solving problems to ensure ecological sustainability.


3.6 Identifies factors affecting an environmental issue and reports on ways to act for sustainable futures.


4.6 Identifies and describes ways that places and natural environments are valued or threatened and discusses strategies related to ecological sustainability.


Mathematics


3.1 Poses questions, determines a sample, collects and records data including related data, presents sample data in order to investigate the world around them








OUTCOMES:


Society and Environment





3.2 Researches and discusses the importance of understanding events and ways of life of some past periods, using primary and secondary sources.


4.2 Recognises diversity within and between primary and secondary sources and critically analyses why and how sources can be interpreted differently.


5.2 Researches and analyses primary and secondary sources to contextualise, justify and act on the basis of their interpretation of an issue, event or pattern.








OUTCOMES:


Society and Environment





3.2 Researches and discusses the importance of understanding events and ways of life of some past periods, using primary and secondary sources.


4.2 Recognises diversity within and between primary and secondary sources and critically analyses why and how sources can be interpreted differently.


5.2 Researches and analyses primary and secondary sources to contextualise, justify and act on the basis of their interpretation of an issue, event or pattern.








OUTCOMES:


Society and Environment





4.5 Hypothesises then collects, records, organises and evaluates data from fieldwork, print and electronic resources in order to analyse local and global, environmental or socioeconomic issues.


5.5 Reports on an issue related to people’s sustainable use of resources or places after critically analysing information from multiple sources and discussing the political implication of decisions.








OUTCOMES:


English





2.4; 3.4; 4.4 and 5.4 Composes a range of texts that include interrelated ideas and show awareness of different audiences, purposes and contexts.








OUTCOMES:


English





3.6 Selects and uses most aspects of language when producing a variety of spoken texts appropriate for a wide range of school and community audiences. 


4.6 Controls and adjusts most aspects of language when producing a variety of spoken texts for a wider range of school and appropriate community audiences. 


5.6 Manipulates language when producing a variety of spoken texts appropriate for an extended range of school and community audiences.








OUTCOMES:


Health and physical activity





2.1; 3.1; 4.1; 5.1 Participates in a variety of physical activities.











OUTCOMES


Society and Environment





2.7 Describes the diversity of practices, customs and traditions of groups and communities.

















OUTCOMES:


Society and Environment





1.1 Identifies differences between their life and the lives of other generations in their society and explains some reasons for this.








OUTCOMES:


Society and Environment


2.5 uses symbols, maps models and flowcharts to describe the location of places and demonstrate relationships.


Interprets and represents data about natural and built environments using maps, graphs and texts.








OUTCOMES:


Design and technology


5.1 Examines critically the competing values embodied in designed products, processes and systems, clarifies relationships amongst people, products and quality of life and presents ethical analyses of various possible technological futures.





5.2 Independently generates and manages design strategies to create ethically defensible products, processes and systems.








OUTCOMES:


Health and physical activity





2.8 Evaluates and reports about their diet and considers influences on their choice of foods for an active and healthy life.








a national motor museum touring exhibition

