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The steamship Waratah disappeared without a trace in July 1909 while travelling from Durban to Cape Town, South Africa. Bound from Australia for England, she was carrying 211 passengers and crew and more than 10,000 tonnes of cargo. 

Built in 1908 for the Australian migrant trade, the Waratah was on her second voyage when she sailed from Durban on 26th July after replenishing her coalbunkers. The following day she was reported to have overtaken the ClanMcIntyre in bad weather near Cape Agulhas. She was never seen again. Since she was not fitted with radio it was some time before she was posted as missing. Lingering hopes for the safety of her passengers and crew were held for some months; it was argued that, since no wreckage had been found she could not have sunk, and that mechanical failure might have immobilised her, in which case prevailing winds and currents could have taken her into the vast expanses of the Indian or Southern oceans. Public subscription made possible the chartering of the SS Wakefield to search for the Waratah, and this vessel sailed from Durban in February 1910. She covered nearly 18,000 nautical miles and examined many remote islands in the Indian and Southern oceans before abandoning her search.

In England a court of inquiry considered evidence from all the Waratah’s ports of call. Eventually it concluded that the ship was structurally sound, the cargo was properly stowed, stability was adequate, and the ship was in proper trim; there was insufficient evidence to show whether or not proper precautions had been taken. All that the court could surmise was that the Waratah might have capsized in a gale of exceptional violence, the first storm she had ever encountered.

Passengers on the Waratah from South Australia bound for Cape Town:


Mr.M.Morgan, Colonel P.J.Browne, Miss.K.Lees and Miss.L.Cooke.

Passengers for London: 


Mrs.Alexander Hay, Miss.Helen Gosse Hay and Miss.M.Hesketh Jones (Miss.Hay’s companion)

The Reredos in St.Jude’s Church, Chapel, Brighton is in memory of Helen Gosse Hay.
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