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VILLE DE BORDEAUX

The Ville De Bordeaux was built in 1836 in Bordeaux, France, for the French Navy.  After being built, however, possibly due to lack of funds, she was never commissioned.  She was sold to a group of merchants who fitted her out as a whaler.  She was a large ship for her time, being registered as between 800 and 900 tons.  She sailed on 12th December 1837 on her maiden voyage, taking 28 months to arrive in Sydney on 28th March 1840, possibly travelling via New Zealand.  After the vessel arrived she was condemned as being unseaworthy and was sold at auction.  She was eventually sold to M. Didier Numa Joubert, a merchant who apparently held dual British and French Nationality. The authorities in Sydney insisted that the ship should fly the French flag and have a French captain.

On 29th January 1841 Ville De Bordeaux arrived at Holdfast Bay and was intended to load livestock for Reunion, the island south of Mauritius.  However, Robert Torrens, the collector of customs, was led to believe that the cargo was intended for Fremantle – the Navigation Act prohibited local cargoes from being carried in foreign ships.  This is where the decision made in Sydney that the ship be considered as French began to cause trouble.  On 12th February 1841, Torrens boarded the vessel to examine her papers, and 2 days later an order signed by Governor Gawler directed the ship into Port Adelaide so that unspecified suspicious circumstances could be investigated.  On the morning of the 21st of February, 2 customs officials went aboard the vessel to take charge and sail her to Port Adelaide.  The captain requested the men to return ashore and when they refused Ville De Bordeaux was seen heading down the gulf with all sails set.  

The only steamer in the area was the Paddle Steamer Courier who gave chase with Torrens, the Harbour Master and armed police aboard.  In the event, it seems that the crew persuaded the master to bring the vessel back to Port Adelaide, partially because she was not fully provisioned.  Some controversy ensued regarding Torrens’ actions in the matter and a visit by a French warship was predicted in the newspapers of the day.  On May 9th 1842 the residents of Glenelg awoke to find the French corvette L’Heroine at anchor in Holdfast Bay, the captain of which did not pay the usual formal calls on Government officials as was the norm; and the owner of Ville De Bordeaux, M. Joubert was aboard the L’Heroine all the time she was in South Australian waters.  She sailed off after 18 days with her intentions not clearly known.

Ville De Bordeaux never left Port Adelaide.  She was stripped down and used as a light ship until 1852 when she was used as a coal hulk.  In 1865 the hull was broken up but the figurehead, a man wielding a harpoon, can be viewed in the figurehead collection at the South Australian Maritime Museum

Sources:

Sullivan, John R.  The “Ville De Bordeaux” Incident – Adelaide Under Siege!  In Naval Historical Review.
South Australian Maritime Museum.

� EMBED Imaging.Document  ���








[image: image2.wmf]_923720485.bin

