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This station was built on land at the corner of the North arm and the Port River. A military map of 1889 shows that several buildings – presumably built for defence purposes – with a jetty extending west into the Port River, occupied this site. It also had telegraph line going to it, also useful for defence purposes. Upon federation in 1901 this military outpost was transferred to the Commonwealth. 

In 1905 a torpedo boat was allocated to South Australia, this boat was based on this site because it had the facilities and slipway to maintain it. The J. I. Thomycroft Company of Chiswick, England, built the boat. It was their standard design “ Second class” torpedo boat. Overall length was 63ft. and had a weight of 11 or 12 tons. Its maximum speed was about 17 knots. Its hulls were clad in 1/16th. Galvanized plate.  

The stationing of the torpedo boat at the site was relatively short-lived, due to the rapid developments in the technology of naval warfare at the time and by 1911 the vessel was reported to have been scrapped. 

In 1938 the site having been derelict for 25 years, permission was granted for people to take stone from the site. After being abandoned the site fell into gentle decay. 

The most severe impact on the site occurred when the site was reclaimed in the late 1950s. The result was the obliteration of the mangrove swamps and in due course, the burying of the site of the torpedo station. This burying of the site may mean that there are still some relics to be found. One item found was a six-inch naval gun, which had been used over the years to protect the site. In May 1961 it was removed and sited in the Birkenhead reserve at the southern end of Fletcher road. 

It is assumed that nothing survives of the old torpedo boat.           
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