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The buildings that house the main exhibitions of the South Australian Maritime Museum, on the corner of Divett and Lipson Streets, Port Adelaide, are known as the Bondstores.  Built in the 1850’s, they are an excellent example of early bluestone warehouse construction.

A bonded store is a warehouse licensed by and subject to official customs control.  Goods are stored there until they are exported or until the importer pays the duty levied on them.  Duty free items are kept in the unbonded or free store.

The Buildings were constructed for Elder & Co., the forerunner of the large Australian Company, Elders IXL.  This company was formed in 1839, just three years after the colony of South Australia was established.  The southern building (main entrance) was built in 1854 whilst the northern extension was added in 1857.  In 1886 the buildings were sold to George Ferguson and sons, who operated them as Bond and Free stores.  In the early 20th century the buildings were leased to H Muecke and sons who continued to operate them as Bondstores.  This company bought the buildings in 1959 and owned them until 1973 at which time they were sold.

In 1980 the State Government of South Australia bought the buildings as part of the Port Adelaide Redevelopment plan and they were converted to hold the South Australian Maritime Museum, which opened in 1986.  The buildings are registered on the State Heritage Register and with the National Trust.

Within the northern building, on the top floor, the windlass can still be viewed.  This is an early form of lifting machine, and is operated by the knotted rope looped around the large wheel.  Now restored, the windlass enabled heavy loads to be lifted between the different levels of the building.  The boards on the floor have been laid cross- ways, allowing heavy loads to be easily slid.
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