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This is a line or mark required to be placed on the side of all ships of seagoing nature. 

The line was standardised in 1930. It is described as a horizontal line 46cm. long drawn through the centre of a 30cm. circle.     

The line was named after George Plimsoll (1824 – 1898) who was a politician and social reformer of the British Parliament. He was born in Bristol. As a youth he learnt of a terribly cruel and unscrupulous practice of some shipowners.  

What these shipowners were doing was a means of making money quickly. They were buying old ships that were in dilapidated condition and then re registering them. These ships were then overloaded to a point where they were dangerous to the master and sailors who were aboard. The large profits were made by the owners insuring the cargo to a greater value than it was worth and then hoping the ship would sink.  By then claiming insurance for the overvalued cargo they would make a large profit.   

Of course any sinking of a ship would cause a loss of life. This was an unscrupulous practice. 

George Plimsoll started lobbying Parliament to attempt to convince the Members to do something about these shipowners. They were not interested in passing any legislation so the next option he had was to become a Member and try to convince them from the inside of the Parliament. 

He submitted and convinced them to pass the Merchant Shipping Act of 1876. This legislation required all seagoing ships to display a draught mark on their sides beyond which they could not be loaded. These ships could then only carry cargo of a reasonable safe level. The insurers of the cargo would then have accurate knowledge of the level of cargo carried and they would not over insure this cargo. This reduced the profit margin for the unscrupulous shipowners and they started to load ships to a safe level.  

In 1966, the seagoing nations of the world signed a Load Line Convention to standardise these levels. 
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