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NELCEBEE

Nelcebee was constructed as an iron steamship of 144 tons by T.B. Sleath & Co., of Rutherglen, Scotland in 1883.  She was shipped in sections to Port Adelaide and assembled by Thomas Cruickshank.  Her first owners were A. Wilson & The Adelaide Milling and Mercantile Company.  In 1890 she was sold to the Adelaide Steam Tug Co. and was used as a tug lighter in Port Pirie.  

In 1927 Nelcebee was sold to E.H. Hipkins for one shilling, on the condition that she was not to be used in opposition to the Tug Company.  Hipkins converted her into a two masted auxiliary schooner and she joined the ‘ketch fleet’, playing a vital role in transporting various cargoes around the ports of South Australia, including the grain trade at Port Victoria.

In 1935 Nelcebee was involved in a collision with the schooner Gerard.  At the time she was loaded with 2100 bags of wheat from Tumby Bay, which were for the Barque Padua at Port Victoria.  The Gerard struck Nelcebee midships and left a gaping hole in her side and damaged the bridge.  The most damage was done above the waterline and after jettisoning 250 bags of wheat she made full speed for Wardang Island and was beached at 1am.  She was involved in a further incident in 1951, when she ran aground about 4 miles from Pt. Turton after two days of battering by heavy seas.  In 1965, when it was feared the ship was foundering, her master and crew abandoned her in St Vincent’s Gulf.  She was later towed to Port Adelaide, pumped out and put back into service.

In 1965 she was acquired by R. Fricker & Co. Ltd. And she was placed on the Port Adelaide to Kangaroo Island route.  She and Falie worked carrying general goods and fuel to the island and backloading minerals from C.S.R.  The C.S.R. mine closed in 1982 and she made her final trip on the Kangaroo Island run on 15th April 1982 with Captain Albert ‘Skug’ Cutler as master and Chris Frizell as Bos’un.

Nelcebee is the third oldest ship on Lloyd’s register and the oldest sea going ship in Australia.  She also has the longest unbroken connection with a state of any vessel in the country.  On the 29th of August 1985, after 99 years of continuous service in South Australia, Fricker’s handed over “Nelly” to the South Australian Maritime Museum to become the museum’s oldest floating exhibit.
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Dimensions – Length 115’ x Breadth 18’10” x Draught 9’2”

Gross Tonnage – 167.63 Tons (present)

· 144 Tons (original 1883)
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