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H.M.C.S. Protector was South Australia’s first defence vessel, built by Sir W.G. Armstrong & Mitchell & Co. at Elswick, Newcastle upon Tyne, England and launched on 27/12/1883.  She served 40 years as a Naval vessel, 20 years as a civilian vessel and ended her days as a breakwater.

Built as a response to the Crimean War, the Government had established a commission into the defence of the Colony, which recommended, among other things, an armed cruiser to cruise St Vincent’s Gulf.  Protector was originally rigged as a topsail schooner until approximately 1888 and was very heavily armed for her size.  She worked in South Australian waters for the South Australian Navy until 1900, when she became part of the Royal Navy and carried troops to the Boxer rebellion.  In 1901 she became part of the Commonwealth Naval Force and in 1911 was transferred again to the Royal Australian Navy upon its formation and remained in service until 1924.  

In 1929 Protector was used as a lighter in Port Phillip Bay and was renamed Sidney.  In 1943 she was used as a lighter attached to the Army of the United States of America and in 1944 became a breakwater used at Heron Island, Queensland.

SPECIFICATIONS:

Dimensions:  Length 188’, Breadth 30’, Draught 12’6”

Machinery:  2 x 2 cylinder Compound engines & 2 propellers

Speed:  14 knots

Armour:   1.25” plate belt extending 2’ above and below waterline

WEAPONS:

1 x 8” rifled breech loading guns

5 x 6” rifled breech loading guns

4 x 3pdrs quick firing guns

5 x 10 barrelled machine guns

32 x .45” rifles

12 x revolvers 

30 x boarding pikes

30 x 

Cutlasses
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