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H.M.A.S. HOBART

H.M.A.S Hobart, the second vessel to bear this name, is a Charles F. Adams Class Guided Missile Destroyer built by Defoe Ship Co.  Launched in January 1964, Hobart was commissioned in December 1965, and with her sister ships H.M.A.S. Perth and H.M.A.S. Brisbane, constitute the first Destroyer squadron in the Royal Australian Navy.

H.M.A.S. Hobart, along with Perth, Brisbane and Vendetta, served in Vietnam Waters during the war.  Hobart was the first to go in March 1967 and each ship served a sixth month tour of duty used for bombardment and their guns inflicted great damage to enemy shore installations, troop concentrations and small coastal craft.  Hobart was the only material casualty for the Royal Australian Navy as a result of the Vietnam War when she was damaged after being attacked in error by U.S. aircraft on 17th June 1968, killing two of her crew.  On 21st April 1969 Hobart received the U.S. Navy Unit Commendation.

In 1972 the vessel underwent an extensive modernisation in the United States and in 1975 participated in exercises around the Hawaiian Islands before sailing to the Indian Ocean for further operations.  In 1976 she undertook a round the world cruise including visits to several United States Cities for the American Bicentennial celebrations.  On 10th July she departed Baltimore and proceeded back to Australia via the Azores, France, Italy, Jordan, and the Suez Canal.  She continued her year with regular exercises off the New South Wales Coast.

Hobart, after being decommissioned from the Navy, was purchased by the South Australian Government and delivered to Port Adelaide in mid 2000. After extensive stripping and preparation, she is to be sunk off the coast of South Australia, off Wirrina Cove, as an attraction for divers.
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Specifications:

Tonnage: 3,370 standard displacements, 4,618 full load

Dimensions:  length 437’, breadth 47’, draught 20’

Armament:  2 x 5”, 2 x Ikara A/S, 1 x Tartar A/A.

Torpedo Tubes: 6 x 12”

Machinery:  2 General Electric Turbines, 2 shafts, 70,000 SHP

Speed:  35 knots

Radius:  6,000 miles at 14 knots

Complement:  333

Cost:   Approx. $50,000,000

Sources:

Gillett, Ross.  Warships of Australia, (Rigby Ltd.: Adelaide), 1977 
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