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CLAN RANALD
Clan Ranald was built in 1900 by Doxford & Sons in Sunderland, UK, as a two-deck turret ship for Clan Line Steamers of Glasgow.  The ship was 355’ in length and had a net tonnage of 2,285 tons.  The Turret Ship was a popular design around 1900 as it was considered seaworthy and economical for carrying bulk grain cargoes.  The main advantage of the design was that the narrow turret deck enabled a reduction in Suez Canal dues where charges were based on deck width.

On 15th January 1909 the vessel arrived in Port Adelaide from Mauritius.  At Darling’s Mill she took on 39, 862 bags of wheat and 28, 451 bags of flour.  638 tons of coal was also loaded, with 170 tons on the top decks.  On the 31st of that month, despite a 4° list to starboard Clan Ranald left the Semaphore Anchorage, bound for South Africa with a crew of 64; 50 of whom were of Asiatic & Indian origin, commonly referred to as Lascars.  Some reports state that the Captain was drunk and remained below whilst crewmembers sailed the vessel out of Port and down the Gulf that day.

At 2pm the ship was south of Troubridge Island when she suddenly lurched onto her starboard side at a 45° angle.  The crew rushed on deck, while the rudder was out of the water and the starboard deck was submerged.  Rough seas smashed the 2 accessible lifeboats, so they tried to construct wooden rafts as the ship was driven towards the cliffs.  Distress rockets were fired but summoned no assistance and at 10pm the Clan Ranald capsized and sank in 20 metres of water about 700 metres from the shore, pitching the crew into the sea.  Many were sucked under as the ship sank, while others who swam to shore were killed as they reached the steep cliffs and jagged rocks and were exposed to the freezing elements all night.

Many locals rushed to the assistance of the crew and were shocked by the terrible loss of life along the shoreline.  At daylight the 24 survivors were taken to Edithburgh to return to Adelaide.  The Lascar survivors were, as a result of the “White Australia Policy” promptly sent to Melbourne to board the Clan McLachlan, bound for Colombo.  Before departing the mayor of Adelaide presented each with a monetary gift and wished them well.

The victims of the disaster are buried at Edithburgh cemetery, with the 31 Lascar seamen interred in one common unmarked grave, set apart from the rest of the cemetery.  The resulting enquiry was unable to determine the reason for the loss; although in 1919 S.S. Clan Gordon capsized soon after leaving New York in a similar fashion to Clan Ranald.  The recovered anchor of the Clan Ranald stands atop Troubridge Hill as a reminder of the disaster and as a memorial to those who lost their lives.  
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