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CITY OF SINGAPORE

No.2 Dock Port Adelaide is known to locals as Tragedy Dock, partly for the drowning that occurred during its construction; but mainly for the explosion and fire that killed three firemen on board the City of Singapore while she was berthed there in 1924.

The Ellerman Lines steamer City of Singapore arrived in Port Adelaide on Thursday April 24th 1924 with a cargo of automobiles, tractors, motor parts, petrol, kerosene and oil. Over the next two days 22,000 cases containing cans of petrol were unloaded and 4,000 were transferred between holds. On Saturday 26th at 7:45 pm smoke was seen coming out of the ventilators and before the engineers could flood the tank an explosion set the ship alight. The fire brigade attended and contained the fire within the aft hold. Later, the hold was flooded and the firemen aboard ship congratulated each other on extinguishing the blaze. Beneath them in the coalbunker, however, heat from the fire had released gas and coal dust.

At 10:30 pm a tremendous explosion tore open the ships deck and broke her back. As she sank in the shallow dock, debris and men rained down on the surrounding wharves and river. With much of their equipment damaged the fire crew resumed the struggle against burning petrol and oil with only water and axes. The blast was heard for miles and attracted local volunteers who assisted in the rescue of crewmen and fire fighters. Three firemen died. Albert Greenman was carried ashore but found to have died from head injuries. George Anderson had been incinerated on the deck, as was Jim Hickey who had fallen into the burning hold. Only his battered helmet and axehead were found.

As a result of the fire oil berths were located away from general cargo wharves. A monument to the dead firemen stands in the Cheltenham Cemetery.
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