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ANNIE WATT 

Annie Watt is one of the popular working ketches that has survived after the demise of the ketch trade in the 1980’s.  J. Wilson at Port Esperence, Tasmania, built her in 1870, as a wooden 2 masted Barge.  In 1925 she had an auxiliary engine fitted and was registered in Port Adelaide as a ketch.  She had many owners in her life including LeMessurier Shipping and R.C. & J.F. Harvey - who reputedly served rice pudding as the staple diet on every voyage she made.  She worked for many years in the Mosquito Fleet carrying cargoes around the state and lightering to larger international vessels - particularly in the grain trade around the Yorke Peninsula.  

This vessel survived whilst many other well-known ketches were slowly lost.  After many years being moored unused she was placed ashore at Birkenhead by the South Australian Ketch Preservation Society in the hope of preserving her as an example of this once numerous class of vessel.  Unfortunately her removal from the water and exposure to all weather conditions caused her condition to deteriorate to a poor state.
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                                                         Annie Watt ashore at Birkenhead                                                 

When the South Australian Maritime Museum was established she was donated into the collection and relocated under cover in the Museum’ storage facilities.  She has since had preservation work carried out to stabilise her condition, and hope is held out to restore her to a state whereby she can be visited.

Dimensions:  Length 63’7” x Breadth 18’0” x Draught 5’6”

Tonnage:  pre 1925 42 t, post 1925 44 gross, 33 net.

Sources:  Ketches of South Australia, Parsons, Ron.
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