That wonderfully irrever-
ent historical icon 1066
And All That famously
began with the claim
‘History is not what you
thought. It is what you
canremember’. This
bestselling ‘history’ of Brit-
ain was parody from be-
ginning to end, but the
tongue-in-cheek intro-
duction held more than a
grain of fruth. ‘History’ is,
indeed, what we remem-
ber. Trying to ensure that
South Australians have an
opportunity fo remember
their particular place in
Australian history is, in es-
sence, what the History
Trust is all about.

This month presents a
good case in point. On 24
October 1856 South Aus-
fralians gained a new
constitution. Not a date
that comes readily to
mind perhaps? And yet it
should, because on that
date South Australians
became participants in
what was probably the
most democratic system
of government in exis-
tence anywhere in the
world. And those ances-
fors of ours were no pas-
sive recipients of British
democratic largesse ei-
ther. Far fromit. Ina
friumphant demonstro-
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fion of the power of
ideas, they fought a
passionate, persistent,
public campaign for the
right of all citizens to
defermine who gov-
erned them - and won.
When the new constitu-
fion arrived in South Aus-
fralia in 1856, it allowed
for a lower house of par-
liament elected on the

fect to manhood suf-
frage. Victorians justly
celebrate Eureka and
the democratic ideals
it represented, but
South Australia actually
achieved a more de-
mocratic system of
government than Vic-
toria and by peaceful
means. That is some-
thing all South Austra-

principle of manhood
SUliicele -k =R AIs Ml ey fought long and hard for

Australia and one of

MabAMl their ideals, not with weapons and warfare it is
(if any)
frue, but with words.

in the world at that time.

Over the next few
months the History Trust,
in partnership with the
State Electoral Office,
will present a number of
events to mark this im-
portant milestone in
South Australia’s history.
A new exhibition will
open on the 150t anni-
versary of the arrival of
the constitution in South
Australia. An important
conference, exploring
democracy in the State,
past, present and future,
will follow in March next
year, on the anniversary
of the date of the first
elections that gave ef-

lians can be proud of.

24 October 1856 is an
important anniversary,
well worth remember-
ing — and celebrating.

While we are on the
subject of remember-
ing — another impor-
tant aspect of our his-
tory is receiving a well-
deserved refresher at
present. The Migration
Museum, which first
opened in 1986 to
great acclaim, is well

into the process of re-
newing its permanent
displays, with a Gov-
ernment capital grant.
New galleries, telling
the story of migration
to South Australia in
the nineteenth cen-
tury, opened in Febru-
ary 2004, while addi-
tional displays, extend-
ing the story right up to
the present, are being
designed literally as we
go to print. They will
open to the public in
early 2007.

| hope you enjoy our
new online newsletter
and find it useful.

Margaret Anderson
Chief Executive
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River - life on
Ghe l\/lurray—Darlmg/

The new exhibition
soon to feature at the
South Australian Mari-
fime Museum investi-
gates the very diverse
communities of the
great Murray-Darling
river basin and shows
how they have con-
fributed to Australia’s
wealth and national
identity.

This vast inland region
— 1200 km wide and
1400 km long — ex-
tends across 14 per-
cent of the Australian
continent. It yields
more than 40 per cent
of the nation’s agricul-
tural product.

The exhibition The
River — life on the
Murray-Darling has
been developed by
the Australian Na-
tional Maritime Mu-
seum in partnership
with the South Austra-
lian Maritime Museum
and in co-operation
with regional muse-
ums and communities
across the river basin.

The people who
shaped the Murray-
Darling’s history have

included ifs Indigenous
communities, Euro-
pean explorers, squat-
ters, farmers, graziers,
riverboat crews, iriga-
tors, soldier settlers,
immigrants and tourists.

became a hub of
promise and opportu-
nity for people eager
to begin a new life
away from established
towns.

Then further waves of
people moved into

According to the Ngarrindjeri
the Murray-Darling.

people, the great fish Pondi
addle

Murray Cod) was there at the beginning paddle

Opening displays ex-
plore the origins of ‘the
river’. According to the
Ngarrindjeri people of
South Australia, the
great fish Pondi
(Murray Cod) was
there at the beginning
and helped to shape
Australia’s longest rivers
and their fributaries.

The Murray Cod may
be seen as a symbol of
the waterways. lts for-
tunes have followed
the flow. When the
rivers ran free, cod
were abundant... now
the over-worked wa-
terways are distressed
and cod numbers are
greatly diminished.

Other displays show
how Europeans colo-
nised the Murray re-
gions and how they

Original photographs
and scale models re-

steamers that devel-
oped frade along the
rivers. There are also
hand-drawn maps that
the riverboat captains
used to navigate the
waterways, early ex-
amples of timber irriga-
tion pipes, farming
tools, items of the pio-
neer settlers’ robust
apparel and simple
household items por-
fraying life in the
‘outback’.

And the exhibition
sounds a warning: the
rivers which are the
Murray-Darling’s life
blood have been
worked to the brink of
desfruction. The huge
challenge confronting
all Australians now is to
make sure they survive.

The exhibition has
received Common-
wealth Government
support through Vi-
sions Australia. It will
open atf the South
Australian Maritime
Museum, Port Ade-
laide on 27 October.

It will then go on tour,
visiting Murray Bridge,
Deniliquin, Hay, Grif-
fith, Sydney
(Australian National
Maritime Museum),
Wagga Wagga, Al-
bury and Canberra.
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In 1908, Harry Dutton
and Murray Aunger
were the first people
to drive a car across
the Australian conti-
nent, from Adelaide to
Darwin. Visitors to the
exhibition will see their
Talbot along with the
tfruck in which Tom
Kruse delivered the
mail along the Birds-
ville track.

Also displayed will be
the Land Rover Mike
and Mal Leyland
drove across Australia,
when they travelled
from the westernmost
to the easternmost
point of the country.
The exhibition will in-
clude these vehicles

and more along with
other objects such as
photographs, books,
letters, artwork, a fool
box and clothing to
give more of an insight
intfo these journeys.
Great Journeys will also
feature some fascinat-
ing stories from Aborigi-
nal Australians, whose
land was fraversed by
the fravellers whose
tales are told.

Marree and be-
yond, selling wares
in the 1920s, 30s and
40s.

e An Adelaide post-
man's BMW motor-
cycle that has seen
much of the world

e A Honda bike used
for Salisbury postal
runs from 1994-97

e The Badger Tom

The outback is largely viewed as a huge,

inhospitable and dangerous place.

Stories told

and items on show in
the exhibition will in-
clude:

e Dutton & Aunger’s
Talbot - the st car
to cross the nation
from South to North
in 1908

e The Leyland Broth-
ers' Land Roverin
which they crossed
the nation from
West to East in 1966

e A 1977 Citroen 2CV
- a tiny French car
that was driven
around Australia in
the 1980s and 90s

o A 1949 Hillman Minx
from Adelaide that
has made 16 trips
to and from Perth
along the Eyre
Highway

e Migrant Harry Mon-
soor's hawkers van
that did many runs
through the Flinders
Ranges, north to

Kruse used for the
mail deliveries along
the Birdsville Track in
the 1930s, 40s and
50s

e The Commodore Ed
Ordynski drove in
the 1995 Mobil
Round Australia Rally

o A Toyota car door
painted by famous
Aboriginal artist,
Emily Kame Kngwar-
reye

e Surveying equip-
ment belonging fo
Len Beadell, who
created more than
6000 km's of road
through inland Aus-
tfralia

Great Journeys will be
on until late March 2007.

NATIONAL MOTOR MUSEUM
AUSTRALILA

HOLDEN
DRIVE ON



SA Water Workforce

The Migration Mu-
seum’s latest commu-
nity exhibition, SA Wa-
ter Workforce is pre-
sented by SA Water as
part of their 150 year
celebrations. The
exhibition has been
created as a fribute to
the vital role immi-
grants have played by
being part of the
E&WS and SA Water
workforce over the
years.

For 150 years SA Water
has successfully man-
aged South Australia’s
precious water re-
sources. Through its
various incarnations
SA Water has been
supplying water to
vast areas of the State
through a remarkable
network of pipelines
and operating a
highly efficient waste-
water service. In 2006
SA Water is celebrat-
ing the skill and perse-
verance of the peo-
ple who helped cre-
ate the State we all
take for granted fo-
day.

Immigration fo South
Australia contributed
to both the demand
for water supply and
was a fundamental
element in the build-
ing of the State’s wa-
ter infrastructure. Im-
migrants played a
vital role as labour
shortages were filled in
the 1940s and 1950s
with post World War |l
migration schemes.

The exhibition demon-
strates the early atti-
tudes in Australia to-
wards employment of
immigrants, the labour

shortages that fol-
lowed during war years
and the remarkable
way in which the em-
ployment of immi-
grants helped the
E&WS to undertake
large scale infrastruc-
ture projects. All of
these factors have
contributed to the
changing face of SA
Water's workforce over
fime.

The exhibition features
rarely seen images, a
historical DVD pro-
duced by SA Water
and an amazing col-
lection of tools and
implements used by
staff over the past 150
years. While some ob-
jects are well known or
to be expected in such
an exhibition
(compasses and sex-
tants), visitors will also
find things most people
have never heard of.
Discover the function
of a pocket altazimuth,
an anemometer and a
surveying ankroid
along with some of the
stories behind objects
such as petrol ration
fickets, a snake bite
first aid kit and booklets
containing rules for
waterworks and sewers
employees.

The exhibition will run
until November 2006
and is FREE.

@ SA Water

Government
of South Australia

The Voice of the People

When the White Swan
steamed into Port
Adelaide on 24 Octo-
ber 1856, among its
cargo was the official
despatch giving royal
assent to SA’'s Consti-
tution and Electoral
Acts.

That despatch will
feature in a new exhi-
bitfion entitled The
Voice of the People:
Democracy Comes
to South Australia
which will open in the
Trust's Exhibition Gal-
lery at Torrens Parade
Ground on 24 Octo-
ber 2006.

most radical Constitu-
fion and electoral
system of the Austra-
lian colonies - a politi-
cal system which in-
cluded universal
manhood suffrage,
the secret ballot, and
electoral districts
based on population.

It will tell the stories of
some of those who
worked at shaping
the Acts, and explain
the enduring signifi-
cance of their work. It
will also focus on the
conduct of the first
election under the
new system, held on 9
March 1857, and

. electoralsystem of the Australion colories

exhibition, a collabo-
rative project of the
Trust and State Elec-
toral Office, will cele-
brate the sesquicen-
tenary of responsible
government in SA.

The exhibition will ex-
plore the making and
the significance of
the Constitution and
its companion Elec-
toral Act, placing
them in the social
and political context
of the 1850s. It will
examine how SA
came to have the

wholly elected parlio-
ment. The evolution
of democracy in SA
over the following 150
years will be traced,
including women'’s
suffrage, the effect of
Federation on Indige-
nous voters, and the
eventual removal of
property qualifica-
tions for the Legisla-
tive Council.

The exhibition will run
unftil 31 August 2007
and is FREE.

STATE ELECTORAL OFFICE
South Australia

/
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Birdwood Country

Bash

Do you own a classic

ute, 4x4, tfractor or farm

truck (up to 5 tonne)?
If so, why not enter it
intfo the inaugural Bird-
wood Country Bash...
proudly supported by
Autobarn at the No-
fional Motor Museum
on Sunday 19 Novem-
ber 2006.

You could win some
fantastic prizes as well
as having a great day
out. Entry forms are
now available and
enfries close on Friday
10 November 2006.

The whole family will
enjoy the country at-
mosphere with great
country bands and
artists including head-
line act James Blundell
and Donna Boyd.
There will also be line
dancing demonstra-
fions, a sheep dog
demonstration, a me-
chanical bull, special
kid's amusements,
merchandise stalls and

fantastic vehicle prizes,

along with plenty of

food and drink to keep

you going all day long.

Entrants will be com-
peting for the Best 4x4,
Best Truck, Best Tractor,
Best Trade/Work Ute,
Best Rural/Country Ute,
Best Street Ute, Best
Feral Ute, Best Holden
Ute, Best Ford Ute and
Best Chicks Ute cate-
gory prizes.

Entry forms are avail-
able by either clicking

autObarn

THE AUTOMOTIVE SUPERSTORE

here, calling Pauline
Rennerin 8568 4034, or
can be collected from
the History Trust's office
at the Torrens Parade
Ground, Victoria Drive,
Adelaide.

50 Years of
Democracy
IN SA

To mark the 150t an-
niversary of South Aus-
fralia’s first election
under the 1856 Consti-
tution and Electoral
Acts, the History Trust
and the State Elec-
toral Office will con-
vene a two-day con-
ference entitled 150
Years of Democracy
in South Australia.

Participants will reflect
on the legacy of the
1856 Acts, and pro-
vide analysis of con-
temporary issues in
the continuing evolu-
tion of democracy in
South Australia.

The conference will
be held from 8 -9
March 2007.

Please call Mandy
Paul on 8203 9808 to
register your details.

Sponsorship buoys
local maritime icon

A $60,000 sponsorship
agreement with en-
ergy retailer and gen-
erator, TRUenergy, is
helping to make the
next three years plain
sailing for the South
Australian Maritime
Museum's Archie Ba-
denoch, an historic
motor launch, which is
used for educational
river cruises .

“Our shared interest in
the local marine envi-
ronment makes this a
very natural partner-
ship,” said TRUenergy
Managing Director,
Richard

"One of the Museum’s
strengths is its ability to
combine maritime his-
tory with a contempo-
rary look atf the Port
Adelaide marine envi-
ronment.

As operator of the Tor-
rens Island power sta-
fion, our support for the
Archie Badenoch
cruises in particular
gives us the opportu-
nity to showcase our
other conftributions to
the protection of the
marine environment
through our partner-
ship with South Austra-

AL

lian Seabird Rescue
and Project Dolphin
Safe”.

The dolphin commu-
nity of the Port River
Estuary is also the sub-
ject of one of the Mu-
seum'’s permanent ex-
hibits.

Museum Director,
Kevin Jones, wel-
comed TRUenergy'’s
continuing support for
the facility.

“The stability that a
three-year agreement
gives us is a fremen-

dous boost to our abil-
ity fo plan activities
over the longer term,”
said Kevin.

“The combination of
our on-site exhibitions
with the river cruises
means that we are
able to provide visitors
with a well-rounded
look at both maritime
history and the current
port environment. The
river cruises are very
popular with school
children and educa-
tors and we are thrilled
with TRUenergy’s con-
tinued support for
these,” said Kevin.
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