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SA History Week 200/
surpasses expectations

This bulletin is issued
hot on the heels of SA
History Week and what
a stunning success it
was this year. We were
overwhelmed by the
level of public and
media inferest in the
program and by the
general level of interest
in South Australian his-
tory.

On the basis of reports
from our community
partners who hosted
events, we estimate
that about 45,000
South Australians were
involved in atf least one
event.

Our media partners
Messenger Newspao-
pers, Channel ? and
891 ABC Adelaide as-
sisted enormously in
helping us to reach
what we think is a criti-
cal level of public con-

sciousness and we are
very grateful for their
support. The 891outside
broadcast at Parliament
House effectively
‘launched’ History
Week, but the ground
was very well prepared
in advance by the ever-
popular photographic
wrap-around on all Mes-
senger newspapers.
Channel 9 also aired our
commercial hosted by
our media ambassador
Keith Conlon.

Particularly popular
were the eventsin the
program that offered
the opportunity to visit
heritage treasures not
generally open to the
public. In some cases
event organisers tell us
that they could have
filled their tours ten times
over, which suggests
that there is plenty of
unfulfiled demand
there. We will be look-
ing to add more of
these kinds of opportuni-
fies in future years.

Even more encouraging
were the many mes-
sages of appreciation
and support we re-
ceived for the program.

It is touch and go
whether we are able to
sustain History Week,

especially with the need

to find the wherewithal
to produce a printed
program, but the suc-
cess of this year cer-
tainly encourages us to
persevere.

Our colleagues in the
National Trust in the UK
have a wonderful slo-
gan for their history pro-
grams. Simple, but very
effective, it is History
Matters- Pass it On. Dur-
ing the last week in May
thousands of South Aus-
fralians demonstrated
that they agree.
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100 Years of Surf Life Saving

The history of surf life-
saving in Australia and
the joys and dangers
of the beach will be
explored in a new ex-
hibition at the SA Mari-
fime Museum from 31
August - 11 Novem-
ber.

Between the Flags:
100 Years of Surf Life-
saving traces the
proud history of the
surf lifesaving move-
ment, which emerged
in Sydney in 1907. A
century after the for-
mation of the move-
ment which became
Surf Life Saving Austro-
lia, members have
made 500,000 rescues
across Australia’s
11,000 beaches.

The exhibition cele-
brates the lifesavers
who have made our
beaches safer places,
helped Australians to
enjoy the surf and
played a role in creat-
ing Australia’s beach
culture. Ordinary peo-
ple dong an extraordi-
nary job, they have
become almost mythi-
cal figures because of
their role in making us
feel safe in one of our
favourite places.

Between the Flags
looks at the golden
age of lifesaving,
when the lifesaver
joined the bushman
and the digger as na-
fional icons. It fraces
changing technolo-
gies, the push to ad-
mit women fo the
ranks and the emer-
gence of surf sport
competitions.

The travelling exhibi-
tion, developed by the
National Museum of
Australia in Canberra
with Surf Life Saving
Australia, includes surf
caps from across the
nation, rescue gear,
medallions and a surf-
board with a chunk
removed by a shark
bite.

It investigates personal
stories from surf lifesav-
ers, historic beach
footage and a chil-
dren’s frail with secret
beach clues for
younger audiences.

The exhibition is pre-
sented in SA by Sealink
Travel Group.

SEALINK

Travel Group

NATIONALG! n@ .
MUSEUMOF] :
AUSTRALIA
CANBERRA

An Austiralian Government Initiative

Vifions

Adelaide Steamship

Company

Take a trip into the his-
tory of an Australian
icon, the Adelaide
Steamship Company
from 4 July - 19 August.

The Adelaide Steam-
ship Company was
one of Australia’s most
important and success-
ful companies and was
a maijor player in Aus-
tfralian history through
a period of great tech-
nological and societal
change, 1875 to 1975.
It is also a uniquely
South Australian story.

The company was
formed by a group of
canny SA businessmen
in 1875 and still exists in
form today. Always a
dominant force in Aus-
fralian shipping, Ade-
laide Steamship Com-
pany ships were famed
for their fechnology,
speed and luxury. Dur-
ing the wartime they
were requisitioned for
campaigns all over the
globe, and in peace-
time they provided
many Australians with
the experience of a
lifetime.

Much that visitors will
see will be original ma-
fterial from the Mu-
seum's collection, such
as:

e Heritage photo-
graphs, paintings
and other artworks

e Objects and
ephemera from the
ships, their frading
lives and passengers

e Gulf Trip memoro-
bilia

e [tems relating to ship
construction, design
and repair

e ASC vessels at war
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The exhibition explores
five key themes:

Going slowly —red
tape and red flags

When cairs first ap-
peared there were
fears they would en-
danger pedestrians
and terrify horses.
Legislation controlled
their speed and even
required that each
vehicle be accompao-
nied by someone with
a red flag walking 60
yards (55 metres)
ahead of the vehicle.

Going fast — aero -
dynamics

Streamlining and
aerodynamics have
played an important
role in the quest for
speed and the 1930s
saw smooth curvilinear
shapes replace the
blocky ‘horseless car-

riages’ of the previous
age.

Going faster — giving it
grunt

The first half of the twen-
tieth century saw a trend
fo increase engine
power, particularly in the
American models, and
design changes incorpo-
rated all known methods
of raising capacity.

Going fastest — land
speed records

Even before 1900 the 100
km/h barrier had been
broken. In 1970 the
1000km/h record was
broken. But it was not
until 1997 that the sound
barrier was broken in a
land vehicle, when al-
most 1228 km/h was re-
corded.

Stopping dead

With all this talk of speed,
one must consider the
negative side - higher
speed increases the risk
of crashes and injuries.

The following vehicles will
be displayed:

1990 Streamliner land
speed racer

1970 Lamborghini
Torana A9X

1971 Chrysler Valiant
Charger

1972 Kawasaki ZTA
900

1916 Indian motorcy-
cle

s
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NATIONAL MOTOR MUSEUM
AUSTRALIA

The age of flappers,
prohibition, bootleg
liquor and gangsters
was first coined ‘The
Jazz Age’ by American
writer F Scoftt Fitzger-
ald. The First World
War left Europe in tat-
ters, but not the United
States of America. The
1920s was a decade of
enormous change and
excitement. For many,
it was a time of pros-
perity and carefree
living, when people
indulged in decadent
pleasures after the mis-
ery and hard times of
the War.

By the beginning of the
1920s America was
already firmly estab-
lished as the leader in
production and owner-
ship of cars. Cars were
a symbol of financial
and therefore social
status. The automobile
boom also had a huge
impact on the econ-
omy, with spending on
vehicles and infrastruc-
ture such as roads and
bridges. The boom
fimes ended with the
stock market crash of
1929 and the Great
Depression followed.
The automotive indus-
fry was one of the
hardest hit, with many
thousands of workers
losing their jobs.

Vehicles on display in

the exhibition include:

e (1 1933 Pierce-
Arrow Club
Brougham

e 1925 Cadillac
Vé3 Tourer

e (0 1925 Hudson Su-
per Six 7 Passenger

Phaeton

e (0 1927 Erskine
Roadster

e 0 1927 Nash Light
Six Tourer

e and a 1927 Pack-
ard Sedan 5.26



Museum Re-development

South Australia, as it
was seen until the
1990s. The Museum wiill
also examine our re-
sponses to events
which have created
international humani-
tarian crises over the
last 30 years.

Last year the Migra-
fion Museum re-
ceived funds from
State Government to
complete a much-
needed refurbishment
of the permanent gal-
leries. This is the last of
a three phase re-
development pro-
gram and is due for
completion in mid
July .

A timeline placing
South Australian events
in a national and inter-
national perspective
will be a central fea-
ture of the new devel-
opment.

When the galleries re-
open, the immigration
and settlement stories
of individuals and
communities will pre-
sent an up-to-date
history of our times,
through photographs,
objects, inferactives,
film clips, computer
programs and games
for children.

The turbulent events
of the twentieth cen-
tury saw many immi-
grants and refugees
seek new homes in
South Australia. The
exhibitions explore
these stories and the
impact changing im-
migration policies
have had on the new
arrivals. The displays
also examine the im-
pact that new mi-
grants have had on
the locals, especially
Indigenous people.

By the 1970s it was
clear that the arrival
of large numbers of
immigrants had made
Australia’s population
one of the most cultur-
ally diverse in the
world. The new dis-

Finns Down Under

The Migration Mu-
seum'’s latest free exhi-
bition Finns Down Un-
der: A Photographic
Record is a collection
of captivating photo-
graphs of Finns living in
Australia.

The exhibition stems
from Finnish-Australian
photographer Kirsi Re-
inikka’'s book Finns
Down Under.

Finnish migrants settled
in many parts of Aus-
fralia and came from a
range of social back-
grounds. As well as
adapting to their new
country, they brought
with them a range of
ideas, skills and experi-
ences unique to their
heritage. In this un-
usual and exception-
ally beautiful work,
each image reflects
the harshness of the
Australian landscape
and the resilience of
the people, andis a
visual representation of
Finnish settlement in

the latter part of the
twentieth century.

Kirsi wanted those fea-
fured in the book to
represent Australian
Finns as widely as possi-
ble: different genders,
age groups, back-
grounds, home towns,
occupations, and in-
terests, so she fravelled
Australia widely.

Combined with the
photographic colour
portraits of Australian
Finns, the book also
features their own
memories from Finland.

When interviewing
people Kirsi discovered
that many
remembered the same
things she did:
childhood, summer,
freezing winter
weather, foods, scents.
The most unpleasant
memories seemed to
do with economically
poor environments,
unemployment, the
darkness of the winter
and wartime.
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plays will explore the
nature of multicultural
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