The History Trust of South Australia’s quarterly newsletter

February 2007

If, like so many other South Australians,
you love your National Motor Museum,
Migration Museum or South Australian
Maritime Museum, you can help to
bestow a legacy for all to enjoy.
Speak to either Margaret Anderson or
Kym Cheek on 8203 9888 regarding a
donation or bequest.

Vigration Museum
Re-development

We were delighted last
year to receive funds
from State Govern-
ment fo complete a
much-needed refur-
bishment of the per-
manent galleries at the
Migration Museum.
Work has now com-
menced on the last
phase of the re-
development.

the galleries re-
open later this
year , the immi-
gration and settlement
stories of individuals
and communities will
present an up-to-date
history of our times,
through photographs,
objects, interactives,
film clips, computer
programs and games
for children.

The turbulent events of
the twentieth century
saw many immigrants
and refugees seek
new homes in South
Australia. The exhibi-
tions explore these sto-
ries and the impact
that changing immi-
gration policies had on
the new arrivals. The

displays also examine
the impact that new
migrants had on the
locals and on Indige-
nous people.

By the 1970s it was clear
that the arrival of large
numbers of immigrants
had made Australia’s
population one of the
most culturally diverse in
the world. The new dis-
plays will explore the
nature of multicultural
South Australia, as it was
seen until the 1990s. The
Museum will also exam-

... large numbers of immi-
When grants had made Australia’s population one of
the most culturally diverse in the world.

ine our responses to
events which have cre-
ated international hu-
maniftarian crises over
the last 30 years.

A timeline placing South
Australian eventsin a
national and interna-
fional perspective will
be a central feature of
the new development.

We look forward to intro-
ducing our many visitors

to these new exhibitions

later in the year.

Margaret Anderson
Chief Executive

The Voice of the People

When the White Swan
steamed into Port
Adelaide on 24 Octo-
ber 1856, in its cargo
was the official des-
patch giving royal
assent to SA's Consti-
tution and Electoral
AcCTs.

That despatch feo-
tures in an exhibition
entitled The Voice of
the People: Democ-
racy Comes to South
Australia in the Trust's
Exhibition Gallery at
Torrens Parade
Ground.

The exhibition, a col-
laborative project of
the Trust and State
Electoral Office, cele-
brates the sesquicen-
tenary of responsible
government in SA.

The exhibition ex-
plores the making
and the significance
of the Constitution
and ifs companion
Electoral Act, placing
them in the social
and political context
of the 1850s. It exam-
ines how SA came to
have the most radical
Constitution and
electoral system of
the Australian colo-
nies - a political sys-

tem which included
universal manhood
suffrage, the secret
ballot, and electoral
districts based on
population. The FREE
exhibition will run until
31 August 2007.

Also to mark the 150th
anniversary of South
Australia’s first elec-
fion under the 1856
Constitution and Elec-
toral Acts, the History
Trust and the State
Electoral Office will
convene a two-day
conference entitled
The Politics of Democ-
racy in SA from 8 - 9
March 2007.
Participants will re-
flect on the legacy of
the 1856 Acts, and
provide analysis of
confemporary issues
in the continuing evo-
lution of SA's democ-
racy.

Please call Pamela
Graham on 8203 9888
to register your details
or email
RSVP@history.sa.gov.
au.
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Destination Australia

A major new exhibi-
fion opens at the
South Australian Mari-
fime Museum on 14
February 2007. It high-
lights the importance
of the ship journey to
Australia for millions of
immigrants from 1788
until the 1970s.

Destination Australia —
Ports of Immigration,
documents the cul-
tural significance of
ports in Australia’s im-
migration history, and
highlights the personal
stories of immigrants

the 18h century — with
a particular focus on
the post-WWI period.
It charts the history of
official sea migration,
which only ended in
the 1970s due to in-
creasing competition
from air travel.

A significant agent of
change for Australian
society for almost 200
years, sea migration
was an historical ex-
perience that is
unlikely ever to be
repeated.

The exhibition features
personal stories and
reminiscences of the
long sea journey to
Australia, which in-
cluded stops at
‘exotic’ foreign ports,

such as Port Said on
the Suez Canal and
Colombo.

Many immigrants viv-
idly and emotionally
recall the first glimpses
of their new homeland
from their arrival port:
the sounds and smells,
the encounters with
Customs and Immigra-
fion staff and their
processes.

Many immigrants vividly and
emotionally recall the first
UM RIRURIIER  jimpses of their new homeland ...
lia's ports since

Paying tribute to those
who arrived by seq,
Destination Australia —
Ports of Immigration
reminds us of the con-
finuing strong connec-
fion migrants feel for
arrival ports such as
Fremantle, Port Ade-
laide, Port Melbourne
and Sydney Harbour.

N

IMMIGRATION
MUSEUM

The Museum will also

present a series of pub-
lic programs in associo-
fion with this exhibition:

Finding My Story -
Genealogy Day

29 April 2007

A family history fair
where advice and
guidance from SA's
major collecting institu-
tions will be provided.
The Museum will also
launch its renewed
database of passen-
ger arrival records.

Ship Reunions

Flotta Laura Line — 22
April

Strath Ships - 27 May
German ships - 24 June
Passengers will be in-
vited to share their
memories, hear speak-
ers relive their voyages
and see memorabilia
from their journeys.

Cruising for Kids

April 2007

The Museum will run a
program for primary
school children with
ship board games and
maritime traditions,
including a King Nep-
tune ‘crossing-the-line’
ceremony.
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The Mosquito
Fleet

A new display at the
Museum explores the
history of ketches
which were used fo link
the city and country.
They carried farm
products, grain and
minerals to the city
and took anything
from groceries to ma-
chinery to rural ports.

The fleet of coastal
traders peaked in the
1880s and 18%90s, when
more than 70 ketches
and schooners fraded
out of Port Adelaide.
The first vessels brought
tfo SA from 1836 were
developed into de-
signs that suited the
southern coast. They
had two masts and
simple sets of sails so
that they could be
managed by crews of
three seafarers, as well
as flat bottoms so that
they could cross shal-
low waters. They were
known as the Mosquito
Fleet as they buzzed
across the shallows to
jetties dotted along
the southern coast.

A major atfraction of
the Museum is Active I,
which was built on site
in 1985. It was de-
signed as a typical
1880s ketch with the
shipwrights going fo
great pains fo ensure it
would be truly ship-
shape, even if it was
never destined to sail.
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Stories told and items
on show in the exhibi-
fion include:

e Dutton & Aunger'’s
Talbot - the 1st car
to cross the nation
from south to north
in 1908

laide that has
made 16 frips fo
and from Perth

Migrant Harry Mon-
soor’'s hawkers van
that did many runs
through the Flinders
Ranges, selling
wares in the 1920s,
30s and 40s

An Adelaide post-
man's BMW motor-
cycle that has seen
much of the world

A Honda bike used
for Salisbury postal
runs from 1994-97

The Badger Tom
Kruse used for the
mail deliveries
along the Birdsville
Track in the 1930s,
40s and 50s

The Commodore
Ed Ordynski drove
in the 1995 Mobil

The outback for some is a great

challenge and an adventure in the waiting.

e The Leyland Broth-
ers' Land Roverin
which they
crossed the nation
from west to east
in 1966

o A 1977 Citroen
2CV - afiny
French car driven
around Australia in
the 1980s and 90s

o A 1949 Hillman
Minx from Ade-

Round Australia
Rally

Great Journeys will
be on until 25 March
2007.

The ute is synonymous
with outback Australia,
and has many devoted
fans in rural and urban
areas.

This exhibition explores
the way in which the
Ford ute first emerged
on the Australian market
in 1934, and showcases
both contemporary and
early versions of this
hardworking vehicle,
manufactured by differ-
ent makers.
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NATIONAL MOTOR MUSEUM
AUSTRALIA

If you own a classic car,
motorbike or scooter
manufactured before
1976, why not enter it
into the Rock and Roll
Rendezvous, presented
by Eastside Perform-
ance and Dyno Centre,
at the National Motor
Museum on Sunday 25
February2 You could
win some fantastic prizes
as well as have a rockin’
day out.

The whole family will
enjoy the carnival at-
mosphere with an Elvis
look—alike competition,
great vehicle and
dance prizes, dance
demonstrations and
performances by some
of the best Rock and
Roll bands around. Ad-
mission fickets include
entry info the Museum.

The Museum is delighted
to announce that its
long standing partner-
ship with Holden will
continue during 2007.
Holden supports the Hol-
den Pavilion of Austra-
lian Motoring and is the
Museum's major industry
partner.

HOLDEN
DORIVE ON



J'Accusel The Dreyfus Affair

In 1894, Alfred Dreyfus,
a French army intelli-
gence officer, was
arrested, tried and
convicted of being a
spy. There was no
evidence against him:
what was most signifi-
cant was that he was
a Jew. The military
hierarchy pursued the
case against him even
when it was clear to
all but the most preju-
diced that he was
innocent.

It took 12 long years of
social turmail, violence
and lobbying for him
to be finally cleared of
the charges. He
came to represent the
struggles between the
individual and the
state, between civilian
government and mili-
tary authority, be-
tween the politics of
parliamentary institu-
tions and the politics
of the mob. The
Dreyfus Affair
changed the way
polifics, the media
and society operated
intfo the twentieth
century.

J'Accusel The Dreyfus
Affair is a new exhibi-
tion at the Migration
Museum until 29
March and was cre-
ated by the Jewish
Museum of Australia.
It features original ma-
terial on loan from The
Lorraine Beitler Collec-
tion of the Dreyfus
Affair from the Univer-

KSHV of Pennsylvania.

The free exhibition is
relevant, indeed criti-
cal now, because the
Dreyfus Affair contin-
ues to be a symbol of
oppression of minority
rights, unlowful deten-
tion, institutional abuse,
and state-sanctioned
injustice.

In the Dreyfus Affair for
the first time, the press
played a decisive role.
Published letters, edito-
rials, and particularly
caricature as a polifi-
cal fool, sent Dreyfus to
prison by exploiting
anti-Semitism and ho-
tred for tfraitors. “The
power of print media
was crucial in swaying
public opinion during
the Affair,” says Dr
Lorraine Beitler, curator
of the Beitler Collec-
fion. The collection
includes posters,
broadsides, newspa-
pers, magazines, corre-
spondence, photo-
graphs, prints, books
and postcards related
to the Dreyfus Affair, all
provocative and visu-
ally arrestfing.

The case touched
many Australians with
major newspapers
condemning the injus-
fice. Telegrams and
letters, sent by ordinary
Australians, were sent
to Dreyfus’ wife offer-
ing her support
throughout her ordeal.
Sermons from the pul-
pit expressed outrage
and sympathy and
rallies in support of

Dreyfus were held
across the country.
Interestingly, the first
rally held in Australia
occurred in the re-
gional SA town of
Balaklava in Septem-
ber 1899. Participants
decided
that they

would write to sympa-
thetic French newspa-
per LeFigero to record
their outrage at the
Dreyfus conviction.
Rallies in NSW and
other parts of the

country soon followed.

Also locally, the Rabbi
AT Boas of the Ade-
laide Hebrew Congre-
gation, spoke of his
“deep commiseration
and burning pity... for
our much-oppressed
and persecuted co-
religionist who has un-
justly suffered martyr-
dom... angelsin

heaven must weep for
such a national crime”.
He noted that the issue

had “created almost
consternation among

all right-thinking men
and women through-
out the world”. Refer-
ences to the case in
the South Australian
Register described
Dreyfus as the martyr
to a corrupt military
system. The forces
which played out in
the Affair: nationalist
senfiment, the fear of
foreigners and the de-
sire for security, con-
finue to be global is-
sues. Significantly, sen-
jor figures in the Affair

Interestingly, the first rally held in Australia

re-emerged to orches-
frate the pro-Nazi
Vichy regime during
the Second World War.
Nationalism and xeno-
phobia continue to
influence public senti-
ment and politics in
modern states and
have a powerful reso-
nance in Australia
now.

”JEWISH MUSEUM
OF AUSTRALI A

GAMNDEL CENTRE OF JUDAICSA

occurred in the regional SA fown of Balaklava in September 1899.
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