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Significance 2.0 ï
the book, its publisher, the authors and their method
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What is Significance 2.0?

Significance 2.0- a guide to 

assessing the significance of 

collections (2009)

http://significance.collectionscouncil.com.au
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Collections

óThe way Australians think and live 

is captured in our collectionsô

Noel Turnbull

Chair, Collections Council of Australia
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Collections and their communities

http://images.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.suzylamplugh.org/files/images/Training/community_pic.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.suzylamplugh.org/content.asp%3FPageID%3D1026%26sID%3D1047&h=1306&w=1470&sz=218&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=knLoH7ROyAEHIM:&tbnh=133&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcommunity%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den
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Distributed National Collection
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Significant distributed collections
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Collections Council of Australia

VISION

All Australians and their governments committed to 
policies and practices that ensure Australiaôs 

collections will always inspire, amaze, inform and 

delight Australians and the world

2008 - 2011 Strategic Plan
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Speaking up for collections

2020 Summit

Australian Bureau of Statistics
UNESCO Conventions

Innovation Review

Legislative reviews Roadmap for Research 

Infrastructure (NCRIS)

Parliament re 

óefficiency 

dividendsô

Best Practice for 

Artists and 

Publicly Funded 

Galleries
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Developing resources for collections



CCA Ltd 10

Significance 2.0- a resource for collections

Significance defines the meanings and values 
of a cultural heritage item or collection 
through research and analysis, and by 

assessment against a standard set of criteria

Roslyn Russell Kylie Winkworth
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First and second editions

Heritage Collections Council

1996 - 2001

Collections Council of Australia Ltd

2004 -

2001 2009
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Whatôs changed?

Greater emphasis on collections

sustainability

Active input from the four major collecting domains

archives, galleries, libraries, museums

Double page features

distributed collections, provenance, context, principles

Levels of significance

Part 7 ïnational and internationalsignificance
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Consultation process

April 2007: - Significance(2001) Survey

=> SWOT analysis

April 2008:- Significance 2.0Workshop

=> Comment Forum

February 2009: - Review of draft text

=> Publication
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What can be assessed?
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The significance assessment process
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Significance criteria - primary

Historic 

Artistic or aesthetic 

Scientific or research 

Social or spiritual 
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Significance criteria - comparative

provenance

rarity or representativeness

condition or

completeness

interpretive 

capacity
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Assessing significance - 10 steps

1. Collate a file

2. Research/Review

3. Consult

4. Explore the context

5. Analyse and describe

6. Compare

7. Identify places

8. Assess significance

9. Write statement

10. Action
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Shaping the óstatement of significanceô

John Marsdenôs dress

Primary criterion: historic significance

Å associations with a prominent 
colonial family

Å poignant keepsake of a domestic 
tragedy

Å example of an everyday childôs dress, 
worn in Australia 

Å early date - just 16 years after 
European settlement in Australia
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Shaping the óstatement of significanceô

John Marsdenôs dress - comparative criteria 

provenance:-

Å reliably provenanced to John Marsdenôs family by a note verified by 
other sources 

Å from family executors to the Royal Australian Historical Society 

Å gifted to the Powerhouse Museum in 1981

condition:- darned, stained and faded in places; shows wear and tear of daily life

rarity :- a very rare example of an everyday childôs dress
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Catalogue description Í statement of significance
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Why assess significance?


