oA ([ LECTIONS
geow LOUNCIL

OF AUSTRALIA LTD

Significance 2.0

thebook, its publisher, the authors and their method

Veronica Bullock
2 August 2009

eLINKING THE NATION’S MEMORY



What isSignificance 2.9

Significance 2.0 a guide to
assessing the significance of
collections(2009)

http://significance.collectionscouncil.com.au
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Collections and their communities
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IMG_7991 Aerial Photogsaph of
Anne Jones Inn, Glenrowan, Victona,
June 2008

Reproduced courtesy of

Ken A Mackenzie oaa

Peter Carey, frue History of the.
Helly Gang (2001}
Reproduced courtesy of University
of Queensiand Press.

The Mcintyre manuscript and
lustration of Ned Kelly's Trial
Reproduced courtesy of the Victoria
Palioe Museum and Historical Uit

The Jerilderie letter, State Library of Victoria and
National Museum of Australia

The Jerilderie letter has been described as Ned Kelly's ‘manifesto’. Around 8000 words
long, it was dictated by Ned Kelly to Joe Byrne in February 1879, and conveys his pleas
of innocence, and his passionate desire for justice both for his family and for the poor
Irish selectors of Victoria's north-east. It is one of only two documents by Ned Kelly to
have survived, and the only one with a direct link to the Kelly gang and the events with
which they were associated. The Jerilderie letter brings Ned Kelly's distinctive voice to
life, and offers a unique insight into the man behind the legend.* The National
Museum of Australia holds a digital copy of the Jerilderie letter.

Archaeology at Glenrowan, privately owned site

In June 1880 Ned Kelly and his gang held local people hostage at the Ann Jones Inn,
Glenrowan, Victoria, while they attempted to fend off an attack by Victorian Police that
ended in a shoot-out. Kelly was captured, and the other gang members were killed. The
incident left behind a wealth of material cultu and a half thousand it that
was recovered in archaeological digs on the Inn site from 2006. The physical evidence
of the battle tells us much about the course and direction of the Police attack, and
where the gang members reloaded their rifles before resuming the defence. The online
Victorian Heritage Database has a statement of significance for the site.”®

Kelly in fiction, State Library of Victoria

Australian novelist Peter Carey won the Booker prize in 2001 with his best-selling novel,
True History of the Kelly Gang. written in similar language to that used by Ned Kelly.
Peter Carey's papers in the State Library of Victoria (MS 13475) contain a draft of what
was later published as True History of the Kelly Gang. The papers also include notes
Carey kept when he was compiling the work, as well as photographs and twig. plant and
leaf samples.

Mclntyre manuscript, Victoria Police Museum

The Victoria Police Museum holds two copies of a manuscript written by Thomas Mcintyre,
the only policeman to survive the murders of police by the Kelly gang at Stringybark
Creek on 26 October 1878. He became the only living witness to give evidence at
Kelly's trial, apart from Ned Kelly himself. The manuscript gives his account of the
massacre at Stringybark Creek.

Stil fram The Stary of the Kelly Gang 1906
Roproduced courtesy of the National Film and Sound Archive.

This sash was awarded 10 ten year-ald
Ned Kelly for heroism, after rescuing a

community held fum in and indicates.
that that Ned Kelly also valued ife.
sy of the.

Pioneer Museum, Benalla
and District Histonical
Soaety Inc.

Ned Kelly's sash, Benalla Costume and Pioneer Museum

A young neighbour of the Kellys at Avenel, Richard Shelton, nearly drowned when he fell
from a footbridge while crossing a creek on his way to school in 1865, but was saved by
Ned Kelly, then ten years old. The grateful Shelton family gave Kelly a silk cummerbund
or sash as a thank you gift. The 2.21 metre x 21 centimetre sash was found on Kelly's
injured body after the siege of Glenrowan in 1880.

Sidney Nolan and Ned Kelly, National Gallery of Australia

Sidney Nolan's creation of an abstracted helmet with an oblong eyeslit has become a
visual icon for the Ned Kelly story, and has been featured widely as an instantly
recognisable Australian image, including its use in the opening ceremony of the 2000
Olympic Games in Sydney. Paintings in Nolan's Ned Kelly series are in the collections of
the National Gallery of Australia, the National Gallery of Victoria, in the Canberra
Museum and Gallery and in private collections.

Kelly papers, Public Record Office Victoria

The Kelly papers held by the Public Record Office Victoria are the primary documentary
evidence of Ned Kelly's story and provide detailed factual information on Kelly, his gang
members, family and supporters. The hundreds of official Kelly papers at PROV are the
largest and most intact collection of historic documents on the subject, and range from
the earliest police reports in the Kelly saga to the court records of Kelly's trial. The
papers, dating from the 1850s to 1882, also document the reform of the Victorian
Police Force as a result of the 1881 Royal Commission on the Police Force of Victoria,
which was reviewed at the time of the Kelly breakout. The records provide substantial
material evidence of the life and career of Australia's most notorious outlaw.*

The Story of the Kelly Gang, National Film and Sound Archive

Made in Australia in 1806 by Charles Tait, and believed to be the first full-length feature
film (60 minutes) to be produced in the world, The Story of the Kelly Gang was a
success in Australia, New Zealand and Britain. It is a testament to the birth of the
Australian film industry, and exerted an influence on modern cinema production.

The surviving seventeen minutes of fragments of the The Story of the Kelly Gang, along
with its promotional booklet that gives a context for the tale, have historical significance
as the first Australian narrative film, and as signifying the foundation of a vigorous
Australian film-making industry. The film has creative significance as the surviving
original filmic of the Kelly bushranger legend.”

Sidney Nolan
Ned Kelly 1946

Enamel on composition board
908X 1215 cm

National Gallery of Ausahia, Canberra
Gift of Sunday Reed 1977

Letter written by Edward {Ned) Kelly to
Sergeant James Babington of the Kineton
Police 28 July 1870, From the Kelly papers
eollection PROV, VPRS 937/P0, Iward
Regstered Conespandence [Victaria Police],
Unit 272, 1870/D7256

Reproducad with the peqmission of the
Keeper of Public Recards, Public Record
Offics Victona. Austraia

This lettes is the only extant example of Kely's
handwiiting apart from a few Signatures.



Collections Council of Australia

VISION

All Australians and their governments committed to
policies and practices that ensure Austratia
collections will always inspire, amaze, inform and

delight Australians and the world

2008- 2011 Strategic Plan
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Speaking up for collections

Roadmap for Research

Legislative reviews
Infrastructure (NCRIS)

Best Practice for

Artists and 2020 Summit

Publicly Funded JHEL L
Galleries A e PR :
e pane Parliament re
' . Oef fici e
Innovation Review di vi dend

NESCO Conventions _ .
SOUES Australian Bureau of Statistics
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Collections Council of Australia Research:Report No.1

CONSERVATION SURVEY 2006

" INVESTING IN AUSTRALIAS Asurvey of human and financial reso
COLLECTIONS - THE HEART AND Australian conservation and press

VMBULLOCK, MM BIRTLEY, CF ENKINS
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collections | law

Legol issues for Austrolion Archives, Galleries, Libraries and Museums e & o o

Collections Council of Australia

Dightal Hortage Collctions |
Project Overview

26 Feoary 2008
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Significance 2.0 a resource for collections

Significance defines the meanings and values
of a cultural heritage item or collection
through research and analysis, and by

assessment against a standard set of criteria

Roslyn Russell Kylie Winkworth
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First and second editions

2001 2009

Heritage Collections Council Collections Council of Australia Ltd
1996- 2001 2004-
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What 0s changed?

Greater emphasis on collections
sustainability

Active input from the four major collecting domains
archives, galleries, libraries, museums

Double page features
distributed collections, provenance, context, principles

Levels of significance

Part 7i national and internationalgnificance

CCALd 12



Consultation process

April 2007: - Significancg2001) Survey

=> SWOT analysis

April 2008= Significance 2.Workshop

=> Comment Forum

February 2009: Review of draft text

=> Publication

CCALtd 13



What can be assessed?

Significance assessment variations

A

Single item

Collection; or specific themes
or parts of a collection

C

Cross-collection projects i.e. thematic studies,
regional surveys, collections mapping

Figure 2. Three variations of significance assessment—single items to collections. Cross-collection projects may include single item and collection components.*

CCALd 14



The significance assessment process

Significance assessment in action

" Research and analysis
Research and analyse the item or
collection. Research includes provenance,
context and consultation. Compare with
similar items or collections.

Significance, or what
makes it important? Drawing on the
research, refer to the criteria and summarise
values and meanings in a statement
of significance.

Monitor and review
actions in light of the values and :
meanings in the statement of significance

and new information.

What comes next?
Identify policies, strategies and ----------------------------------------------------------------

: recommendations to conserve and
b .. communicate significance. / .-

Taking action
Undertake management
and implementation.

Figure 1. Use the statement of significance as a reference point for associated work, then revise the statement and related work as necessary.

CCA Ltd
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Significance criteria primary

Historic
Artistic or aesthetic
Scientific or research

Social or spiritual

CCALtd 16



Significance criteria comparative

provenance

condition or
completeness

Interpretive
capacity

rarity or representativeness

CCALd 17



Assessing significancelO steps

Significance assessment

1. Collate a fil v 6. Compare

Step through this process as you assess
your scientific or cultural item or collection

Collate a file
¥ v
= Research history and (for items) provenance -
Review scope and themes arising from e n I a‘ e S
e S e a r‘ ev I eW/’ research (for whole collections) L]
[ ]
¥

Consult knowledgeable people — to whom
is the item/collection significant?

¥

Explore the context of the item/collection
— consider patterns, development, function,

3. Consult e 8. Assess significance

Analyse and describe the fabric and condition
of the item/collection — consider nature,
materials, design, manufacture, changes

¥

Compare with other examples

¥

4. Explore the context i — 9. Write statement

Assess significance against the primary
and comparative criteria

¥ 1+

Write a succinct ‘statement of significance’

— consider all information gathered; explain .
= how and why the item/collection is significant
5 A n aI S e an d d e S C r I e and what it means; discuss with others . I
- ¥

Action — what to do next? — list
recommendations, policies and tasks arising

1ce to the criteria

CCALtd 18



Shaping the O6statem®n

John Marsdenodos dr ess

Primary criterionhistoric significance

A associations with a prominent
colonial family

A poignant keepsake of a domestic
tragedy

A example of andresser
worn in Australia

A early date just 16 years after
European settlement in Australia

CCALd 19



Shaping the O0statem&n

John Mar s dcenmparativeatritegias s

provenance-

Areliably provenanced to John Mar sde
other sources

A from family executors to the Royal Australian Historical Society

A gifted to the Powerhouse Museum in 1981

condition:- darned, stained and faded in places; shows wear and tear of daily life

rarity.-a very rare example of an everyda

CCALd 20



Cat al ogue descr

Contrasting a catalogue description with a
statement of significance

Catalogue description
Cast iron mangle, K1372, Powerhouse Museum

Mangle, laundry, upright, ornate, cast-iron, red and green frame, supported on
4 casters, arched roof, 2 wooden rollers, operated by wheel with rounded wooden
handle, patent no. 120847, ‘The York Machine’, retailed by Anthony Hordern,
England, from the laundry of 18 Watkin St Newtown (OF). ¢. 1900 (AF).

RN

Statement of significance

An upright cast iron laundry mangle with original paintwork, complete with draining and
mangling boards, retailed by Anthony Hordern’s Sydney, about 1900. The upright mangle
was invented in the mid-nineteenth century and was a common item in domestic
laundries, hotels and boarding houses by the turn of the century. The design of the
mangle, with its main spring, tooth gears and wheel, shows the application of industrial
design to household technology, while the decorative cast iron panels are typical

of Victorian taste. The mangle was used to wring out washed linen and clothes, and to
press, smooth and add gloss to dampened household linen. The mass production and
affordability of the upright mangle allowed middle-class homes to enjoy glossy, pressed
linen, even with limited domestic help. Mangled linen did not need to be ironed, and the
glossy surface meant it did not soil as readily. Although not rare in museum collections,
this mangle is significant for its good condition, completeness, and provenance, being
recorded in its original laundry context in a terrace house in inner Sydney, with associated
information about the family's domestic life.

Cast iron upright mangle c. 1900
Photo: Jaime Plaza
Collection: Powerhouse Museum, Sydney
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Why assess significance?
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